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1. Introduction
This milestone describes the user interfaces developed in order to disseminate spatial information
generated in the DEVOTES project (DEVelopment Of innovative Tools for understanding marine
biodiversity and assessing good Enviromental Status) to a wide audience and to engage the public in
assessments of Good Environmental Status (GES) in European regional seas.

1.1. General aims of utilizing user interfaces
The general aim of developing user interfaces, which reflects part of the Task 4.4.1 “Provide user
interfaces”, was to make available the results of WP4 on Innovative modelling tools, along with related
information from across the project, accessible to the public through applications (apps) for smartphones and tablets. Spatial data and maps can be engaging, so we have incorporated developments
within the project (such as modelled maps of biodiversity) in two apps, entitled DevoMAP and MY-GES.
The app DevoMAP focuses on people directly involved in research and policy, to support the
implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD). The app MY-GES targets people
interested in our achievements among the general public. By targeting the general public, we aim to
make society aware about the MSFD, its implementation and assessments of environmental status.

1.2. Steps forward for the development of user interfaces
First of all, the partners involved in the development of the apps have identified the potentiallyinterested users, from people directly involved in research to the general public, trying to identify
different target groups of potentially-interested people. Second, the partners participating in the
development of the apps have developed hypothetical storyboards, to explore, plan and design the
apps. Finally, Ecoreach is developing the apps.
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2. Applications developed
Two different applications are being developed, each of them dedicated to specific target groups, but
both of them using exclusively the scientific results of the project. Both apps, indeed, are developed
using the maps elaborated in WP4, particularly, those readily available at http://maps.devotes.eu. The
apps will be part of the deliverable D4.4 “User interfaces available “, due at the end of April 2016.

2.1. Application “DevoMAP”
This app is dedicated to researchers, technicians, stakeholders and policy makers directly involved in
marine ecological monitoring programs, MSFD and its implementation.
With this app, the user can select a specific site and get information about it using the maps: such as
what available data (form physical properties of ecosystems to communities) there are, how many and
which type of habitats, lists of indicators and links to relevant publications and reports. The app will also
allow the user to overlay different maps to gain data and information. For each of the areas covered by
the maps, the app can also link to related documents arising from the Regional Sea Conventions and the
EU. As researchers are one of the main target groups, the app will report the contacts of the data
mangers (responsibles/owners) for the datasets, to encourage further and future scientific
collaboration.

2.2. Application “Make Your Assessment of Good Environmental
Status (MY-GES)”
This app is dedicated to the general public, with the aim of increasing awareness about GES,
environmental EU policies, environmental assessment and related scientific knowledge. The general
logic structure of the app will be structured in 3 levels:
i)

what the science knows about the environment I am observing?

ii)

what I see today in this environment? and

iii)

how could I assess the environmental status today?

First of all, the user can select a specific site and then he/she can follow a structured path to make a
simple assessment of the environmental status of the site. The assessment will be conducted through a
series of questions (elaborated according to the data/maps available for each site). The answer will
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correspond to “what science knows about each site”, i.e., with the maps elaborated in DEVOTES. In
addition, the user can overlay the maps obtaining simultaneous results of different variables, get
additional general information on each site and on which research institute has produced the maps.

3.

List of annexes

Annex 1 – M19_Annex1_AppDevoMAP storyboard (pdf)
Annex 2 – M19_Annex2_AppMy-GES storyboard (pdf)

5

Annex 1

DevoMAP
Target: researchers, technicians, stakeholders and policy makers directly involved in
marine ecological monitoring programs, MSFD and its implementation

Notes:
• Contents are strictly dependent upon the maps available on http://maps.devotes.eu
• The graphics are merely indicative
• The app can be further upgraded by adding contents and maps

Home page
Go to DEVOTES info
Go to Homepage
(Where present) Go Back to
previous screen

In any screen, you can tap on the DEVOTES icon to display the info
about the project (see below)

To select an area (example: Bay of Biscay)
1.

Tap on the toolbar to
display the list of the
available areas and
directly select one of
them

2.

Tap on the list to
select an area

OTHERWISE:
Directly tap on an area to
select it

GO TO THE AREA

To navigate within an area (e.g. Within the Bay of
Biscay - the same scheme for each area)
1. Tap on Data
available to view
the available maps
for the selected
area

Data available

Contact

Bay of Biscay

Tap on a map to select it and
tap on View to visualize it

OR: Select more maps and tap
on Overlay to visualize the
integrated map

•

EU Species Richness

•

Process-driven sedimentary habitat
modelling
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Tap on Legend to view the
legend of the selected map

Tap on Details to view the
info of the selected map

EU Species Richness
Total species richness per
analysis polygon based on
GBIF samples filtered to all
depths greater than 4m.

Tap on

to close the legend

