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Marine biodiversity monitoring is focused on a few permanent/regular sampling
sites and usually limited to observations of specific groups of organisms with little
consistency in observation methods across ecosystems

To help covering these gaps, the DEVOTES project has
produced an in-depth analysis of the marine monitoring
networks in Europe and produced a catalogue aiming to
assess the status of marine biodiversity monitoring. This has
focused on Descriptors 1 (Biological diversity), 2 (non-
indigenous species, 4 (Food webs) and 6 (sea-floor integrity) of
the Marine Strategy Framework Directive

The DEVOTES Catalogue of Monitoring Networks includes over
295 monitoring programmes reported by 16 EU Member States
and 14 countries that share European Regional Sea boundaries
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Main overall findings

* Most EU countries are using their existing monitoring programmes as a starting point for the
establishment of MSFD monitoring activities. There is the concern that some of these
programmes might not be fit-for-purpose

* In some regional seas (e.9. NEA and Baltic Sea) current monitoring practices are built on a
strong foundation of scientific knowledge (e.g. OSPAR Joint Assessment and Monitoring
Programme 2010-2014, HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy)

» There is a clear need for collaborative work between EU and non-EU countries to improve
and/or develop monitoring programmes to achieve GES, particularly in the Mediterranean
and Black seas

« There is a good basis on which to build on, although several countries will need to increase
the monitoring intensity and coverage of the areas to comprehensively assess the
environmental status of their marine areas is increased

* Most monitoring programmes provide data to international platforms (e.g. EMODnet,
MyOcean2, SeaDataNet, CEDar, DCR, DATRAS, JellyWatch) but the data collected are not
easily available

The information gathered in this study enhances opportunities for data collection
and sharing, coordination and harmonization of monitoring between Member States

For more information:
http://www.devotes-project.eu/deliverables-and-milestones/

D1.4 Report on SWOT analysis of monitoring

Presentation “Monitoring networks currently used in European seas” — by J. Patricio
(available at http://www.devotes-project.eu/devotes-at-imber)
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